
This is an oil rig, 
where they drill 
down into the sea 
bed to find oil.
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This is where they 
add chemicals to the 
oil, and make plastic 
pellets.
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They drive them to the 
manufacturing plant.
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Here’s where they turn 
the plastic pellets into 
a plastic bottle.
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Then they fill the bottles 
with water, and package 
them up in more plastic 
before they send them 
out to stores.
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This is where we buy 
the bottled water. 
Some people will take 
their water home in a 
plastic bag.
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This is the landfill, where 
lots of plastic ends up. The 
toxins from the plastic end 
up in the soil, which then 
pollutes our waterways.
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The rest ends up 
floating up to sea, 
where it breaks down 
into tiny pieces and 
ends up being eaten by 
sea life which makes 
them really sick.
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Did you know that only 
30% of plastics get 
recycled? The rest ends up 
in landfill or in our streams, 
rivers and waterways.
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Lifecycle of a plastic bottle
How long do you think it takes someone to drink a small bottle of water? 
Most people will hold on to a bottle for only an hour or so before they 
throw it away or recycle it.

But the lifecycle of a plastic bottle is much much longer than that. It takes a huge amount of time, energy 
and resources to create one single bottle.


